
1. Scan the text before reading closely. Look for anchor words that can help 
build a theme.

2. Read the entire text closely. Circle words that connect to anchor words. 

3. List all circled words on a piece of paper. Write them in order of appearance 
on the text.

4. Select, reject, and modify the words as needed until they create a poem. If 
you are having trouble, return to the text for inspiration or word choices. 

5. Try different possibilities before choosing the final option.

6. Return to the text and erase circles around words that you are not going to 
use.

7. Add an illustration or drawing that relates to your poem. Make sure not to 
draw over your poem.

Anchor Words: Words 
packed with meaning that 
can help create a theme.

Blackout Poetry Directions



Blackout Poetry Directions
1. Brainstorm different pictures that relate to the Revolutionary War. Draw the 

silhouette of one picture. 

2. Scan the text within the silhouette and (using a pencil!) box in words that interest 
you.

3. List all boxed-in words on a piece of paper. Write them in order of appearance on 
the text.

4. Select, reject, and modify the words as needed until they create a poem. If you are 
having trouble, return to the text for inspiration or word choices. 

5. Try different possibilities before choosing the final option.

6. Return to the text and erase circles around words that you are not going to use.

7. Add colors to your drawing to emphasize important ideas from your poem.

Silhouette –
Outline of a 

picture 





Theme Topics

Trust

Dreams

Kindness

Fears

Equality
Hope

Differences

Hardwork

Honesty

Never giving up

Doing the right thing
Acceptance 

Achievement

Peace

Communication

IndependenceAggression

Cooperation

Courage

Patience

Respect

Responsibility

Self-confidence




